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W
hen I fi rst started shooting 

many years ago, you 

never got to see or meet 

a gunsmith. In Kent, there 

were only one or two notable gunsmiths 

and getting information, help and advice 

from them was like pulling teeth from a hen. 

Consequently, shooters were having work 

undertaken by their local expert without 

any idea whether the work was to a good 

standard, or that the advice they received 

was correct. I started writing these articles to 

try and help shooters understand what could 

be classifi ed as good work and good advice 

without the need of resorting to a local 

know-it-all. I try to offer independent advice, 

and potential customers of any gunsmith 

can at least see the work I can produce 

and have something to compare their local 

gunsmith’s work.

Back in the July issue of Clay Shooting, 

I berated the poor advice given to novice 

shooters by some supposed coaches 

regarding gun fi t. In the Summer issue 

I pointed out that some unscrupulous 

individuals charged a customer for a service 

without performing job to a proper standard, 

thus leaving someone’s pride and joy open 

to damage. So, while I am on a roll, and in 

line with my reasons for writing my articles, 

I would like to show you this month what 

can happen if you entrust your gun to a local 

‘expert’ to undertake stock fi nishing.

There are many individuals out there, even 

if they are not gunsmiths, who profess to 

be able to re-fi nish a stock to a professional 

standard. While I understand the need of 

some to mess about fi nishing their own 

gun until they are personally happy with it, 

carrying out repairs and renovations to a 

friend’s gun if you do not have the requisite 

skills can cause all sorts of problems and 

even destroy friendships. However, my 

fi rst example this month does not fall into 

this category. The work to this Perazzi SCO 

Sideplate, with exhibition grade woodwork, 
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was undertaken by someone who classifies 

themselves as a professional gunsmith.

I worked on this gun some years ago, 

fitting it to a customer with custom 

chequering and re-finishing  who lives way 

up north, and was appalled at what I found 

when he sent it down to me. As you can see 

in picture (1), the stock arrived broken with 

the beautiful finish I had applied completely 

gone and some horrible gunk smeared 

onto it, intended to represent an oil finish. 

Picture (2) shows how open the grain of the 

wood is, and the heavy, gloopy, smears of 

whatever this substance was. The forend in 

picture (3) emphasises how poor the overall 

cover of the finish was. Parts of the wood 

are bare and open to the elements, to say 

nothing of the chequering.

I managed to ascertain the details of how 

this beautiful piece of kit had ended up this 

5

6

8

082-084 Greenwood_rev1.indd   83 10/07/2014   15:20



The Gunsmith

84 www.clay-shooting.com

■ Tim offers a full gunfi tting service and 

free help and advice 

■ He can do anything required to your 

stock, barrels or action

■ He specialises in wooden stock 

extensions matched to your  

existing stock 

■ Tim will also make any specialist 

parts as required and offers full 

servicing and maintenance services

■ Visit the website: 

www.greenwoodgunsmiths.co.uk or 

ask Tim’s advice by emailing:

asktheexperts@blazepublishing.co.uk

way. Apparently, he was at a shoot one day 

when a piece of clay hit his stock causing a 

really bad mark. Knowing how busy I always 

am, and needing the gun quite quickly, 

he decided to try a local gunsmith who 

someone recommended to him, but this 

was how it came back. Part of the left-hand 

side had broken off, which was hidden by 

the gunsmith putting the stock back on the 

action. He was, to put it mildly, devastated.

Fortunately, when I fi nally got around 

to repairing it, I was able to re-attach the 

broken stock using an industrial strength 

cyanoacrylate (4) and then, with a great deal 

of foul language and blisters, clean out the 

chequering and remove the gloop. It was 

like trying to remove contact adhesive in 

some places and cold custard in others – 

an absolute nightmare. As you can see, in 

pictures (5) and (6), it was worth it in the end 

to see this exceptionally fi ne gun restored to 

how it should be. It is a pity that my skills as 

a photographer are not as good as my skills 

as a gunsmith, as they don’t do justice to 

this truly beautiful gun.

Another gun that passed over my bench 

this month came from a gentleman in the 

Midlands. He had the gun tailor made for 

him in France but when it arrived it had the 

wrong measurements. Having waited a long 

time for it to be delivered, he decided to give 

it to a reputable fi rm of gunsmiths to correct 

the measurements, which they did. The 

company informed him they did not have 

time to re-fi nish it and had outsourced it to 

someone else for this process. The fi nish, 

as you can see in picture (7) was bright 

and glossy, but upon closer inspection, 

the chequering once again had not been 

masked and the edges were full of stock 

fi nish (8). The action was also covered in oil, 

which had seeped inside and was causing 

problems with the triggers, causing a slow 

strike on the cartridges. The worst was to 

come, as in a short period of time the fi nish 

nearest the action begun to go dull and 

the grain became open (9). When fi nishing 

a stock, it is vital you remove it from the 

action and mask the chequering. Picture 

(10) shows how bad an action can look if 

the stock fi nish is allowed onto the action; 

believe it or not, this a silver Perazzi MX/2000 

– it looks awful.

After stripping the gun, cleaning and 

brushing the action, removing the fi nish – 

which I believe was French polish over oil 

from the stock and chequering – then fi lling 

the grain and fi nishing the wood using my 

own system, I managed to save the gun, and 

make it a possession to be proud of (11). The 

customer was pleased with the work.

When having work carried out on your 

gun, check that whoever you use is capable 

of carrying out the work you want done 

to a good standard. If they are coy about 

showing previous work – beware. Most 

good gunsmiths are proud of their work and 

only too happy to show you examples. If you 

can’t see what they can do, what guarantee 

do you have that they can do the work you 

want to a good standard?

A friend of mine found a gunsmiths who 

could bend stocks on YouTube. He bends 

them for cast by wapping it in an old T-shirt 

soaked in Linseed oil, heating it up with a 

propane torch – though it accidently catches 

on fi re slightly –then shoves it over by 

hand while holding the action in a vice. His 

commentary says it doesn’t matter about 

the fi nish blistering or the gap that formed 

down the side of the action, it is shooting 

birds out of the sky which counts. All I can 

say is, if I presented a client with his fi nish 

blistered and a gap up the side of the action 

after I cast it, no matter how he shot with it, 

I am sure he would be upset with me. I am 

still trying to work out if this is a wind up or 

for real. 
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