Gunsmith

A fresh start

Tim Greenwood gives an old Beretta SO6 a new lease of life, and announces a
big move in his own life

I

t is my belief, in my humble position

after being shot in the rain. The pores of the

of advisor to all of you who read Clay

wood are open due to no oil being added to

Shooting magazine, that with regard to

the stock and parts of the knots in the wood

tightening multichokes correctly into

have been raised proud due to the damp

a gun using the spanner/key provided, I am
starting to be listened to. How do I know?

getting in.
This gun was originally given to me by a

Well, I have received few guns recently

gun shop to be checked over before it was

exhibiting the appalling muzzle damage that

sold on behalf of a customer (something all

can occur if they are not tightened in the

good gun shops should think about doing

right manner.

with guns of such value) and to investigate

Unfortunately, keeping your chokes tight

a crack by the trigger guard. It turned out

does not remove other risks to your gun

this wasn’t a crack, just more grain that had

while out shooting. Pictures (1) and (2)

opened up due to lack of oil and the gun

show the muzzle of a Beretta with some

getting wet. However, to check the crack,

horrendous damage to the bottom barrel.

I had to dismantle the whole gun and as it

This was almost certainly caused by a partial

turns out it was probably the best thing I

blockage of the choke, causing the shot to

could have done. As you can see in picture

punch its way through the choke and out of

(5) the action was rusty and upon further

the gap between the choke and the barrel

checking, it didn’t work (it would not engage

wall. Unfortunately, there is no cure for

the second barrel after firing the first) due to

this other than cutting the barrels down to

the wood being swollen from the damp and

the nearest bridge on the rib in picture (3),

a minor problem with the selector.

leaving a barrel only 26in in length with no
choke – anyone for ISU Skeet?

People often ask me why sidelocks are
so expensive to service and repair, and

To avoid problems like this, don’t stand

picture (6) is a good example as to why. The

the muzzle of the gun on the ground. Stand

SO6’s action has been through the cleaning

1

it on your foot, using a toe-protector if your
trainers are new and white.
This kind of damage to a gun can occur to

2

4

any gun owner; I would almost put it under
the category of accidental damage? Almost,
but not quite. The next series of pictures
though are definitely not showing accidental
damage but pure neglect.
Beretta S06s are anything but cheap; they
are a hand-finished sidelock with a retail
value of over £40,000. Picture (4) shows
the result of this gun being put away wet
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Technical

5
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If I retire and eventually die, all my knowledge
gained over 35 years or more will go with me
tank, but just look at the number of parts

7

involved. Twice, if not three, times as many
as a standard boxlock or over-and-under, and
each of these parts now require individual
polishing/brushing to remove the last
vestiges of rust.
I have to say that when working with
a quality gun, it is always a pleasure to
see them restored to their former glory as
you can see in pictures (7) and (8). Good
quality guns are always made out of good
quality materials, which will always respond
well to a little TLC from a good gunsmith,
but let’s be honest, some from the owner
and this full de-rust and wood restoration
would never had been needed. A highly
skilled gunsmith laboured for many hours
to produce this beautiful, understated gun.
For me, as a gunsmith, leaving a gun in this
condition or attempting to sell it without
having it repaired, if not restored, shows a
marked lack of respect for the gun’s maker.
I can only put it down to the owner having
so much money, a gun like this to him is a
disposable commodity rather than a thing
of beauty to be loved and cherished. I was
once told: “A gun is not just a tool, it is
your regular companion on many days of
pleasurable game or clay shooting.” I wish
all gun owners thought this way.
Many of you have recently been upset
because I have been unable to take in any
work for a while. For some time, I have
been planning to move away from the south
east corner of England as so many of my
clients complain about the difficulty they
have coming to me and negotiating the M25
to get to my doorstep. I have also realised
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that at the grand old age of 55, it is about
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time I started thinking about my future

coming in to what is rapidly becoming a

retirement (some years off yet but a lot

family business, to deal with the front-of-

closer than it was when I was in my 40s). It

house answering the phones and the usual

was also pointed out to me some time ago

bookwork, so please, be nice to her. She

that if I retire and eventually die, all of my

is a lovely lady who has had to put up with

knowledge gained over 35 years or more

me for years and, if nothing else, deserves

at that time will go with me. There have

your sympathy.

also been times when I have been busy and

Everything should be up and running

TIM GREENWOOD

some of you have complained about just

towards the end of August/September,

getting my answering machine rather than

depending on how long West Mercia

DO FOR YOU AND YOUR GUN?

being able to talk to a human to explain

Police take to grant my licence to trade

■

your requirements.

in Shropshire, but keep reading Clay

So, we have recently found a small
cottage near Market Drayton in Shropshire

Shooting magazine and look at my

(just north east of Birmingham) with

The last two pictures this month are of

a superb former bakery on the site,

my old friends Gordon The Red Baron Lee,

approximately 40x20, which will become

picture (11) and Mr Skeet Johnny Walker

my new workshop. This gives me space

(12). Without their help and encouragement

to employ an apprentice, in this case

over many years I would not be where I am

my daughter Laura, picture (9), a keen

today. Leaving both of them behind is my

clay shooter herself and fascinated by

biggest regret. I would also like to thank

gunsmithing. At the age of 26, she has

all of my customers in the south east who

decided that her path lies alongside mine

have supported me over the years and don’t

with a view to taking over the business

forget, Shropshire is only three hours away

when I am too old and decrepit to carry on.

on good roads. You will always be welcome

My other half Jeanette, picture (10), is also

for a cup of tea.
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■

website for further updates.
■

■

■

Tim offers a full gunfitting service
and free help and advice
He can do anything required to your
stock, barrels or action
He specialises in wooden stock
extensions matched to your
existing stock
Tim will also make any specialist
parts as required and offers full
servicing and maintenance services
Visit the website:
www.greenwoodgunsmiths.co.uk
or ask Tim’s advice by emailing:
asktheexperts@blazepublishing.
co.uk
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