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I
n clay shooting, as with most 

hobbies, as a participant, there are 

many decisions involved. If you play 

golf, for example, you need to decide 

what clubs to use. Should you have a set 

custom-made? What ball should you use? 

Who should you go to for coaching?

Similar questions and more apply to clay 

shooting, and believe me, there will be no 

shortage of advice given to you by friends, 

other shooters, ground owners, retailers 

and coaches. While friends offer advice 

with the best intentions, many will have 

little experience to base it on. Some gun 

shops and coaches will also offer good 

advice, but be aware that some may view 

you only as a means to making a living. For 

instance, if you walk into a retailer looking 

for a good second-hand Beretta (always a 

good choice) but they don’t have one, can 

you blame them for trying to palm you off 

with a different and perhaps lesser make? 

It is your responsibility to have done your 

research and then to say yes or no. 

The major difference between clay 

shooting and most other hobbies is the 

sheer cost of making a mistake with an 

incorrect choice. Buying the wrong guns 

can cost you thousands of pounds over the 

years in trade-ins. Shooting an expensive 

cartridge for a long time because you have 

been told they are the best can cost you 

even more, when the difference between a 

cheaper cartridge and the best can be up 

to £140 for a thousand.

So this month I will try and help you 

through some of these difficult choices, 

but do bear in mind, this is purely based 

on my subjective opinion.

Guns
The first decision is choosing a gun, 

whether it is your first new one or 

second-hand upgrade. As many of you 

who read my articles regularly will know, 

my favourite gunmakers are Browning, 

Miroku, Beretta or Perazzi. Nearly all of 

the guns made by these companies are 

excellent, well made and with a good 

back-up from their importers for spare 

parts. Choosing the right model is a 

different story as it depends on your 

height, build, the gun’s intended use and, 

Tim Greenwood has answers for some of the most common conundrums 
faced by new shooters

Questions, questions

1

2 3

of course, how much you want to spend. 

Before making a decision, talk to friends 

and, if possible, borrow their guns to 

try. If it is a second-hand model you are 

interested in, see if you can arrange with 

the retailer to test fire the gun at a clay 

ground to see how it feels and shoots. 

Does it kick you in the face? Does it mount 

properly in your shoulder? Does it work 

properly? Then go away and think about 

it before making your purchase and use 

the opportunity to research it online. And 

always check with the owner that the price 

you are paying isn’t excessive.

Cartridges
Choosing a cartridge should be a lot 

simpler. It is a fact that most cartridges 

made today shoot better than we can. 

Modern plaswads, powders and antimony 

lead take care of most of the poor ballistic 

qualities of the past. 

Some shooters believe that expensive 

cartridges break more clays. They 

probably do, if only in their mind’s eye, 

but for me, a cheaper, softer 24-gram load 

is all that is necessary. They might not 

break more clays but they certainly don’t 

break the bank either.
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of my shoulders decided to stop working 

properly after thousands of hours of use 

gunsmithing. The idea of an anatomical 

grip is to ensure that every time your hand 

is placed in the grip of your gun, it is the 

same place, leading to a consistent mount 

to the shoulder and face. Cutting the grip 

to form positive finger locations, picture (2), 

certainly helped me achieve a consistent 

gun mount.

I recently had a Perazzi bought for me 

that I had started this work on when I was 

still living in the South East. As you can 

see in pictures (3) and (4), not only did I 

cut the comb and form the stock into a 

monte-carlo, but I also cut the grip and inlet 

a piece of wood to move the grip nearer 

the trigger, as this Perazzi, an MX12, had a 

long, set-back grip, making it difficult for its 

owner to reach the trigger with his hand in 

the right place. Finally, after my move to the 

West Midlands, the gun arrived for finishing 

a few weeks ago.

Because the gun has an anatomical grip, 

chequering the gun was out of the question 

Gun fitting
My favourite topic. Does having your gun 

fitted help you to shoot better? Let’s go 

back to golf for a minute. While having a 

custom-made set of golf clubs won’t make 

you a world champion, you certainly won’t 

become a world champion if you play with 

a set of clubs bought off the shelf.

Having a gun that fits and points in the 

right direction may not make you a world 

champion, but it will certainly help improve 

your shooting. As many of you know, I 

spend hours writing about gun fit for Clay 

Shooting magazine. Only last month, I 

detailed the success of Steve Williams with 

his resurrected and correctly fitted Miroku. 

But how far do you need to go with 

gun fit? Years ago, when I used to shoot a 

lot, I firmly believed that you should take 

every advantage that good gun fit could 

offer. I was one of the first in this country 

to recommend and style anatomical hand 

grips and have used one on my competition 

guns ever since. Picture (1) shows the last 

one I built for myself back in 2012 before 
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as this only really works on straight lines, 

picture (5), so we have to use stippling to 

produce a grippy surface.

What is stippling? Well, it is produced 

with a small centre punch and a hammer 

used to break up the surface area of the 

wood, picture (6). After many hours of 

sounding and behaving like a demented 

woodpecker, you can judge for yourself the 

end result in pictures (7), (8) and (9)?

We always call these marmite guns – you 

either love the effect or hate it.

But will all this work make you a world 

champion? Probably not. Will it make you 

shoot better? Maybe. As with the best 

cartridges, if you are shooting a gun that 

fits you the best it possibly can, it certainly 

won’t hurt your mental approach to clay 

target shooting.

Coaching
Earlier I touched briefly on the subject of 

coaching for golfers. In shooting, this is an 

even bigger minefield, resulting in a huge 

and sometimes unproductive cost. The 
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Tim Greenwood has more than 30 years’ 

gunsmithing experience and is relied on by 

many of the top names in clay shooting. 

n Tim offers a full gunfitting service and free 

help and advice

n He can do anything required to your 

stock, barrels or action

n He specialises in wooden stock 

extensions matched to your existing stock 

n Tim will also make any specialist parts 

as required and offers full servicing and 

maintenance services

n Visit www.greenwoodgunsmiths.co.uk 

or ask Tim’s advice by emailing: 

huw.hopkins@futurenet.com

do for you and your gun?
tim Greenwood 

WHAT CAN

excellent coach, Gordon ‘the Red Baron’ 

Lee, once told me about a gentleman 

being taught to shoot ABT by a certain 

coach at one of the local clubs. After 

18 months and hundreds of rounds of 

coaching each week, at a cost I can only 

guess at, he could still only hit an average 

of 16 per round of 25. We subsequently 

found out that this coach had never even 

shot a registered ABT competition.

There are many in the world of shooting 

who call themselves coaches, some with 

qualifications from APSI, BASC and of course, 

the CPSA. So who should you choose?

First, let me make one thing clear, not all 

who call themselves coaches are coaches. 

Many are Grade 1 instructors, but there 

is a world of difference between a coach 

and an instructor. It does not necessarily 

follow that a coach or an instructor has to 

be a good shot or even a champion, but it 

certainly helps. How do you pick out a good 

coach? Well, first ask around and listen to 

other shooters’ opinions. Trust me, if they 

have had a bad experience with a coach 

they will be only too pleased to tell you. 

Then when booking your first lesson, ask 

the coach what he/she has won or who he/

she has trained to win? Try then to watch 

your chosen professional giving a lesson to 

someone else. Does he/she explain things in 

a way that you will be able to understand? 

Does he/she start with the basics of stance, 

style and, of course, gun fit?

I have a real problem with many 

coaches, so I was very grateful when my 

friend Joe Kitson offered to take my young 

apprentice and daughter, Laura, under 

his wing to teach her. Joe has just about 

seen it all, shot it all and won it all in his 

life (yes… he is ancient). He even taught 

Skeet world champions, but exhibits an 

uncanny ability to communicate with even 

the most recalcitrant pupil (yes Laura, I 

mean you) and get them to shoot better. 

Having sat and watched him teach, I 

can honestly say his patience and good 

humour is almost without bounds, and the 

most important thing is, as you can see in 

pictures (10), (11) and (12), both he and 

98

Laura really enjoyed their time together – 

because, after all, isn’t that what shooting 

is all about? 
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